
Annexe 1

Scheme of Delegation – final wording of the exceptions to the delegation to the 
Head of Planning to determine planning applications (Paragraph 43)

(a) planning applications that must be referred to the Joint Planning Committee in 
accordance with Part 3 of the Constitution, and as set out below:

(a.1) To review all housing schemes which propose a net increase of more than 25 
dwellings, where the recommendation is for permission to be granted

(a.2) To consider applications defined as major, as defined by the Government (10 or 
more units of residential accommodation, more than 1,000 sqm commercial floorspace 
and site area of more than 1 hectare)  and which, in the judgement of the Chief Executive, 
after consultation with the Head of Planning and the appropriate Area Planning Committee 
Chairman, meet the following criteria

i. have a significant planning impact beyond the Area in which they are situated, 
and/or

ii. are of strategic importance, and/or

iii. involve new planning issues for the Borough; or

(a.3) where within three weeks of the application appearing on the Waverley weekly list 
of planning applications, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the relevant Area Planning 
Committee and the ward member request that it be referred to the Joint Planning 
Committee and put forward relevant grounds as set out in c (i) to (iii) above, the Chief 
Executive and Head of Planning will normally submit the application to the Joint Planning 
Committee;

(b) any planning application where, within three weeks of the publication of the weekly list 
of planning applications, any councillor from the relevant Area Committee (for the 
Committee including all or part of the planning application site concerned) makes a 
request to the Head of Planning (or any officer(s) nominated by them), which may or may 
not be supported in writing by the relevant Town or Parish Council, putting forward matters 
that are relevant planning grounds, to refer an application to the next appropriate meeting 
of the Area or Joint Planning Committee for determination;

(For (b)  above) Where the three-week call-in period has expired, but the Head of Planning 
is satisfied that there is sufficient justification on planning grounds and the application has 
not been determined, they may, after consultation with the Chairman of the relevant 
Committee, arrange for that application to be referred to the Committee;

( c) any planning application submitted by or on behalf of a serving Councillor or employee 
of the Council, or the spouse or partner of any of the above persons;



( d) any planning application where an objection from a statutory consultee remains 
unresolved and the officer’s recommendation is to approve the application;

( e) any planning application where the Council is the applicant;

( f) any planning application which is required to be referred to the Secretary of State;

(g) planning applications, where by the time of the expiry of the 21 day consultation period, 
have received 5 or more letters of objection or 5 or more letters of support (but not a 
combination of both) shall only be determined under delegated powers after the Head of 
Planning (or any officer nominated by them) has received written confirmation from the 
relevant ward members(s) that they do not wish the matter to be determined by the 
relevant Planning Committee.


